ALASKA NATIVE
TRIBAL HEALTH
CONSORTIUM

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MEDIA CONTACT
September 4, 2026 Kelli Shroyer

kshroyer@anthc.org
(907) 347-2382

Historic transfer places Alaska Native Medical Center in Tribal ownership

ANCHORAGE — The Alaska Native Medical Center (ANMC), the hospital at the center of the Alaska Tribal
Health System, is now under Tribal ownership.

On August 24, 2026, the Indian Health Service (IHS) officially transferred ownership of ANMC to the Alaska
Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC). This historic achievement took decades to secure, and was
achieved thanks to direct advocacy by Alaska Tribal leaders.

While Tribal organizations have operated programs and services at ANMC under the terms of Public Law
105-83 since the late 1990s, Alaska Tribes did not own the hospital building itself—until now.

“Tribal leaders have long understood that the Alaska Native Medical Center should be owned and
operated by Tribes,” said ANTHC Board Chair Kimberley Strong. “Today, that vision is a reality, reflecting
a shared commitment to Tribal self-determination in healthcare sustained across generations.”

Tribes and Tribal Health Organizations govern ANTHC, which was established to provide statewide health
services—including specialty, inpatient, and tertiary care at ANMC. The ownership transfer aligns our
responsibility to deliver excellent care to Alaska Native and American Indian people in our state with
ownership of the facility.

This change will not interrupt patient care or change patient eligibility, services, employment, or the roles
of the organizations providing care at ANMC. Patients will continue to access services as they do today.

“The Alaska Native Medical Center is the place where the Alaska Tribal Health System comes together,”
ANTHC President/CEO Natasha Singh said. “The hospital is central to our system, and Tribal leaders have
always recognized how important it is to have this crucial facility both owned and operated by Tribes.
Because of their efforts, we will now have a greater ability to steward this essential statewide resource,
plan for its future, and make investments that support the health needs of Alaska Native people for
generations to come.”

“Southcentral Foundation values our partnership with ANTHC as we deliver services together at ANMC.
We are excited to join ANTHC and partners across the Alaska Tribal Health System in celebrating this
important transfer of hospital building ownership,” said Southcentral Foundation President and CEO April
Kyle.
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"From village clinics to regional hospitals to the Alaska Native Medical Center, the organizations that make
up the Alaska Tribal Health System coordinate and collaborate to meet the health needs of the patients
we serve together,” said Tim Gilbert, President/CEO of Maniilaq Association. “This ownership transfer
means Alaska Native people now have greater control over our healthcare, and we celebrate what this
historic moment means for every region.”

“We know what's best for our people, and having the Alaska Native Medical Center owned by ANTHC

means that we will collectively have greater control over our healthcare,” Chris Simon, Board Chair of
Doyon Limited. “This milestone was a generation in the making, and the hard work will benefit elders,
youth, and future generations.”

Ownership removes longstanding barriers to investing in the facility.

Prior to ownership, the ANTHC Board approved the largest investment in the hospital’s history, more than
$462 million, to expand what was a federally-owned hospital. At the time, Alaska Tribal leaders made this
important decision because they saw the need to provide the highest quality care to the people we serve.

With ownership, ANTHC can pursue federal facility-cost funding available to eligible Tribally owned or
leased facilities and expand the financing and philanthropic tools available to maintain, modernize, and
improve the hospital. Specific funding agreements and future investments will continue to follow their
own planning and approval processes.

ANTHC recognizes the Tribes, Tribal Health Organizations, Alaska Native organizations, and countless
individual leaders whose advocacy sustained this effort. The transfer received broad support across all
regions, including formal resolutions and letters recognizing the importance of Tribal ownership,
statewide stewardship, and continued investment in ANMC.

ANTHC recognizes and thanks the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, Secretary Robert F.
Kennedy, Jr., the Indian Health Service, IHS Director Mark Cruz, and Senators Lisa Murkowski and Dan
Sullivan for making this achievement possible.

ABOUT ANTHC

The Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium is a non-profit Tribal Health Organization designed to
meet the unique health needs of Alaska Native and American Indian people living in Alaska. In
partnership with the people we serve and our Tribal Health Organization partners across the Alaska
Tribal Health System, ANTHC provides world-class health services, including comprehensive
medical care at the Alaska Native Medical Center, wellness programs, disease research and
prevention, rural provider training, and rural water and sanitation systems construction.
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