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ANHB Welcomes Evangelyn “Angel” Castagna as
President/CEO

Evangelyn “Angel” Castagna (Dotomain) joins the Alaska Native
Health Board as President/Chief Executive Officer effective June 29,
2026. Castagna has worked for the Indian Health Service for over 14
years in a number of leadership roles in the IHS Alaska Area and
details to IHS Headquarters. In addition, Castagna worked for Tribal
health care for over 12 years in Alaska and nationally.

Castagna earned her Master of Business Administration in health
services administration from the Alaska Pacific University. She
completed her undergraduate education at Georgetown University
McDonough School of Business in Washington, DC where she
majored in international business. Angel is Cup’ik and Inupiaq from
Shaktoolik and Mekoryuk. You may reach Ms. Castagna at
eacastagna@anhb.org.

STATE UPDATES

Governor Dunleavy Signs FY 2027 Budget

On June 24th, Alaska Governor Mike Dunleavy signed the budget
bills for State Fiscal Year (FY) 2027, beginning on July 1, 2026. The
Governor’s vetoes totaled close to $90 million and included three line
items specific to Medicaid, affecting rate increases for adolescent-
specific behavioral health services; direct-support professionals; and
in-home caregivers. The other Medicaid increases remain in the
budget. Also among the Governor’s vetoes were line items affecting
early intervention and infant learning as well as Head Start grants.
Read a full summary of the Governor’s vetoes here.

ANHB-Supported Bills See Action from Governor

Several ANHB-supported bills that passed the Legislature have hit
their deadlines for action from the Governor. Here is a summary of
which ANHB-supported bills have seen action since the end of
Legislative Session:

e HB 195, which expands the scope of practice for pharmacists
in Alaska, was vetoed by the Governor but became law on
June 19th after the Legislature overrode the veto.

e HB 110 allows Alaska to join the Social Work Licensure
Compact as well as four of the Rural Health Transformation
Program (RHTP) compacts, and establishes the RHTP
Advisory Council. This bill became law on June 22nd without
the Governor’s signature.

e HB 73, which establishes a new residential license type for
Complex Care Residential Homes, was signed into law by
the Governor on June 25th.

e SB 41, which integrates mental health education into
Alaska’s K-12 public school curriculum, was vetoed on June
18th, and the Legislature failed to override the veto.

2026 Meeting
Dates

July 7, 2026

MMPC Face to Face
Meeting
Washington, DC

July 8-9, 2026
CMS TTAG Meeting
Washington, DC

July 14-15, 2026
Facilities
Appropriations
Advisory Board
(FAAB) Meeting
Rapid City, SD and
Virtual

July 28-29, 2026

IHS Tribal Self-
Governance Advisory
Committee (TSGAC)
Washington, DC

August 4-6, 2026
ANHB Mega Meeting
Anchorage, AK

August 16-21, 2026
NIHB National Tribal
Health Conference
Chandler, AZ

August 19-21, 2026
ANTHC Board of
Directors Meeting
Anchorage, AK

August 31, 2026
IHS National Tribal
Advisory Committee
(NTAC) on
Behavioral Health

September 9-10,
2026

CDC/ATSDR Tribal
Advisory Committee
Tucson, AZ

September 22-24,
2026



https://omb.alaska.gov/ombfiles/27_budget/PDFs/HB263_FY27_Veto_Summary_06.24.2026_Corrected.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=HB195#tab6_4
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=HB%20110#tab6_4
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=HB%20%2073
https://www.akleg.gov/Basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=SB%20%2041#tab6_4

e SB 24, which increases the minimum age for purchasing
tobacco products, aligning Alaska state law with the federal
minimum age, was vetoed on June 18th.

e HB 133, which mandates the timely payment of grants,
contracts, and reimbursement agreements from the state,
was vetoed on June 24th.

RHTP Advisory Council Meets on July 1

On July 1st, the Alaska Department of Health (DOH) held a meeting
of the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) Advisory
Council. DOH provided information on the current status of first year
funding proposal review, indicating they expect to complete review in
late July and have funds go out to applicants in August. The meeting
slides share more details on the review timeline, as well as a
summary of the applications that have advanced to the current stage.
A recording of the meeting will be posted to the RHTP Advisory
Council webpage.

ANHB continues to engage with DOH through the monthly Tribal-
State RHTP Workgroup. As a reminder, ANHB has worked with DOH
and the Department of Law (DOL) to craft a new limited sovereign
immunity waiver template for tribal RHTP awardees. This waiver
template, now approved by the state, contains targeted language and
finite timelines that clarify the waiver is strictly related to RHTP
awards for this current grant cycle. Please reach out to us at
anhb@anhb.org with any questions.

DBH Schedules Training on ASAM 4th Edition

The Alaska Department of Health, Division of Behavioral Health
(DBH) has announced an upcoming, one-day training on the
American Society of Addiction Medicine (ASAM) Criteria’s updated
4th Edition. The training will take place on August 12, 2026, from
8:00 AM to 4:00 PM and will be virtual. Reqister here.

SAMHSA CCBHC Funding Opportunities
The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration
(SAMHSA) has released new Certified Community Behavioral Health
Clinic (CCBHC) Notices of Funding Opportunities (NOFOs). Alaska
was recently selected to participate in the CCBHC Medicaid
Demonstration. The Division of Behavioral Health (DBH) encourages
behavioral health providers exploring implementation or expansion of
the CCBHC model to review the following opportunities:
e CCBHC-PDI: Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic
(CCBHC): Planning, Development, and Implementation
Grant
e CCBHC-IA: Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinic
Improvement and Advancement
Applications are due to SAMHSA on August 17, 2026. For questions
or support related to CCBHC readiness or implementation, please
contact DBH’s CCBHC Project Director at
Anastasia.larion@alaska.gov.

HHS STAC Meeting
San Diego, CA

October 29, 2026
Medicaid Task Force
Anchorage, AK

November 2, 2026
IHS National Tribal
Advisory Committee
(NTAC) on
Behavioral Health
Virtual

November 18-20,
2026

ANTHC Board of

Directors Meeting
Anchorage, AK

December 2, 2026
ANTHC Annual
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Anchorage, AK

December 8-9, 2026
HHS STAC Meeting
Washington, DC

December 8-10,
2026

ANHB Annual
Meeting & IHS
Budget Formulation
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2027 Meeting
Dates

March 23-24, 2027
ATHC Pre-
Negotiations
Anchorage, AK

May 10-14, 2027
ATHC Final
Negotiations
Anchorage, AK



https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/34?Root=SB%20%2024
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/?Root=HB%20133#tab6_4
https://health.alaska.gov/media/zmwncuhr/ak-rhtp-advisory-council-presentation-july-1-2026.pdf
https://health.alaska.gov/media/zmwncuhr/ak-rhtp-advisory-council-presentation-july-1-2026.pdf
https://health.alaska.gov/en/education/rural-health-transformation-program/rhtp-advisory-council/?__cf_chl_f_tk=897NB1uVfHlXP8hMtMf6bRyG2Xyp_MbFW9IeEGX24Es-1782933806-1.0.1.1-Kj2I65qQoDeCMGcfLVK6o6OlBd.ffx.CGfZvDLg4SLk
https://health.alaska.gov/en/education/rural-health-transformation-program/rhtp-advisory-council/?__cf_chl_f_tk=897NB1uVfHlXP8hMtMf6bRyG2Xyp_MbFW9IeEGX24Es-1782933806-1.0.1.1-Kj2I65qQoDeCMGcfLVK6o6OlBd.ffx.CGfZvDLg4SLk
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tco4yAxxQl-riPFBUv0JQw?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery#/registration
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fwww.samhsa.gov*2Fgrants*2Fgrant-announcements*2Fsm-26-014*3Futm_medium=email*26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019ed73ea55d-6d6cac10-881c-43b7-abc4-0f6ab8c9847f-000000/4W3S5hr8bFvyix5AyPYF7ygkpQrWdb2y8rINLp4eEkM=452__;JSUlJSUlJQ!!PD8KOL_GOQI!2-CGGWypiRLqtXKmbbA2u-XKdjX7PtSVAh5fKq6RMCfDwA7IJUaYX5dy3-ZtLraFoQAInd5l7aOYsSoraoS8qoPaqzE$
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1115 Behavioral Health Service Authorizations Expire

As a reminder, the Alaska Department of Health, Division of
Behavioral Health (DBH) provided notice that the administrative
flexibility period for 1115 Behavioral Health Service Authorizations
(1115 SAs) would end June 30, 2026. Beginning July 1, requests
submitted without sufficient documentation to make a determination
will be returned to the provider (RTP) for additional information. If the
requested information is not received within the timeframe identified
in the RTP letter, the request will be administratively closed.
Questions can be routed to the DBH MPASS inbox at
doh.dbh.mpassunit@alaska.gov.

FEDERAL UPDATES

CMS Announces Changes to Budget Neutrality Scoring for 1115
Demonstration Waivers

On June 11th, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) released a Dear State Medicaid Director letter announcing
plans to strengthen budget neutrality standards for Medicaid section
1115 demonstrations. CMS plans to issue a rule that will require the
CMS Chief Actuary to certify that Medicaid section 1115
demonstration proposals are budget neutral. There will be changes to
the analyses and documentation states will need to submit to CMS
for the Chief Actuary’s review. CMS states that the forthcoming rule
will establish a more rigorous and transparent framework for
evaluating demonstration project proposals while preserving state
flexibility. In accordance with the Working Families Tax Cut (WFTC)
legislation, these changes will take effect on January 1, 2027.

HHS Announces New Funding to Address Mental lliness,
Addiction, Homelessness

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Secretary
Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. recently announced over $700 million in
funding from the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services
Administration (SAMHSA). The funding includes a $96 million
opportunity for the Safety Through Recovery, Engagement, and
Evidence-based Treatment and Support (STREETS) program, along
with $612 million in funding opportunities for additional behavioral
health programs. View the SAMHSA announcement for more
information.

SCIA Holds Confirmation Hearing for Mark Cruz

On June 24th, the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs (SCIA) held a
confirmation hearing for Mark Cruz to serve a four-year term as
Director of the Indian Health Service (IHS). The White House
announced Mr. Cruz’ nomination on June 1st. Cruz currently serves
as the first Tribal Senior Advisor to Secretary of Health and Human
Services Robert F. Kennedy Jr. View a recording of the hearing here,
and a summary here.



https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd26003.pdf
https://www.samhsa.gov/newsroom/press-announcements/secretary-kennedy-announces-over-700m-new-funding-address-mental-illness-addiction-homelessness?utm_source=SAMHSA&utm_campaign=1090492dc1-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_06_11_06_25_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-35cb7a230a-168921530
https://www.indian.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-hearing-to-consider-mark-cruz-to-be-director-of-the-indian-health-service-department-of-health-and-human-services/
https://www.indian.senate.gov/newsroom/press-release/republican/murkowski-voices-support-for-indian-health-services-nominee-mark-cruz-during-nomination-hearing/

House Appropriations Committee Approves FY 2027 Labor,
Health and Human Services Bill

On June 9th, the House Appropriations Committee passed the Fiscal
Year (FY) 2027 appropriations bill for Labor, Health and Human
Services, Education, and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS). The bill
includes $110.767 billion for the Department of Health and Human
Services (HHS), which is $4.03 billion below FY 2026 enacted and
$12.16 billion above the President’s request. The committee notably
did not fund the Administration for a Healthy America (AHA),
President Trump’s proposed new agency that would consolidate
programming across SAMHSA, HRSA, and other agencies as part of
its HHS reorganization.

House Appropriations Committee Approves FY 2027 Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies Bill

On June 3rd, the House Appropriations Committee held a full
committee markup on the Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 Interior,
Environment, and Related Agencies bill and favorably passed it out
of Committee. The House proposal includes $8.69 billion for Fiscal
Year 2027, which is an increase of $639.8 million over Fiscal Year
2026 enacted levels. Additionally, the House proposal includes $6.06
billion in advance appropriations for Fiscal Year 2028, expanding the
advance to cover Sanitation Facilities Construction and Health Care
Facilities Construction.

IHS Announces Final Funding Allocation Decisions for FY 2026
Sanitation Facilities Construction

In a June 17t Dear Tribal Leader Letter, the Indian Health Service
(IHS) announced final funding allocations for the Fiscal Year (FY)
2026 Sanitation Facilities Construction funds. Read the full letter
here.

New FY 2026 Funding Opportunity from HHS OMH

The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Office of
Minority Health (OMH) has announced anticipated availability of
funds for Fiscal Year (FY) 2026 under the authority of 42 U.S.C. §
300u-6 (Section 1707 of the Public Health Service Act) for the
Center for Indigenous Innovation and Health Initiative. Applications
close on July 15, 2026. Visit Grants.gov to read the full
announcement for this opportunity.

OTHER UDPATES & ANNOUNCEMENTS

ANHB Workgroups

ANHB encourages participation in its workgroups. Please see below
a list of current ANHB workgroups. If you would like yourself or
someone from your team added to any of these workgroups, please
let us know by emailing anhb@anhb.org. If you have questions about
workgroup focus or time commitment, please reach out to us as well.



https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2026_Letters/DTLL_061726.pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2026_Letters/DTLL_061726.pdf
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/362800?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.grants.gov/search-results-detail/362800?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

e Medicaid Task Force (MTF): Convenes in May and October
with the Alaska Department of Health (DOH) to address
Medicaid issues and the Medicaid Open Items list.

e Medicaid Eligibility Workgroup: Monthly workgroup with
the Alaska Department of Health to address the Medicaid
application backlog, Division of Public Assistance (DPA)
modernization, and related areas of concern.

e Medicaid Travel Policy Workgroup: Quarterly or ad-hoc
workgroup with the Alaska Department of Health focused on
Medicaid travel issues at the policy level.

e Tribal CFO Workgroup: Monthly or quarterly workgroup of
Tribal CFOs and policy analysts regarding common issues
including Appendix A.

o Legislative Committee: Develops ANHB'’s State and
Federal policy priorities annually in fall and winter. Meets
weekly during State Legislative Session to formulate ANHB
advocacy strategies and build consensus on state and
federal engagement.

¢ Rural Health Transformation Program Workgroup: Ad-
hoc Tribal workgroup focused on shared concerns around
the Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP).

¢ Village Built Clinic Workgroup: Ad-hoc workgroup with the
Indian Health Service (IHS) on funding for Village Built
Clinics (VBCs).

e HR 1 Workgroup: Bi-weekly workgroup to share knowledge
and build consensus around Tribal priorities related to the
implementation of H.R. 1 and engage with the Alaska
Department of Health.

e Traditional Healing Workgroup: Joint workgroup with the
Alaska Department of Health on amendment of Alaska's
1115 waiver to allow for Traditional Healing services.
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