ALASKA NATIVE
HEALTH BOARD

ALASKA NATIVE TRIBAL
HEALTH CONSORTIUM

ALEUTIAN PRIBILOF
ISLANDS ASSOCIATION

ARCTIC SLOPE
NATIVE ASSOCIATION

BRISTOL BAY AREA
HEALTH CORPORATION

CHICKALOON VILLAGE
TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

CHUGACHMIUT

COPPER RIVER
NATIVE ASSOCIATION

COUNCIL OF ATHABASCAN
TRIBAL GOVERNMENTS

EASTERN ALEUTIAN TRIBES

KARLUK IRA
TRIBAL COUNCIL

KENAITZE INDIAN TRIBE

KETCHIKAN
INDIAN COMMUNITY

KODIAK AREA
NATIVE ASSOCIATION

MANIILAQ ASSOCIATION

METLAKATLA INDIAN
COMMUNITY

MT. SANFORD
TRIBAL CONSORTIUM

NATIVE VILLAGE
OF EKLUTNA

NATIVE VILLAGE OF EYAK

NATIVE VILLAGE
OF TYONEK

NINILCHIK
TRADITIONAL COUNCIL

NORTON SOUND
HEALTH CORPORATION

SELDOVIA VILLAGE TRIBE

SOUTHCENTRAL
FOUNDATION

SOUTHEAST ALASKA REGIONAL
HEALTH CONSORTIUM

TANANA CHIEFS CONFERENCE
YAKUTAT TLINGIT TRIBE

YUKON-KUSKOKWIM
HEALTH CORPORATION

VALDEZ NATIVE TRIBE

Alaska Native Health Board

THE VOICE OF ALASKA TRIBAL HEALTH SINCE 1968

d 907.729.7510 @ 907.729.7506 * 4000 Ambassador Drive (ANHB Office) * Anchorage, Alaska 99508 « www.anhb.org

June 11, 2026

The Honorable Lisa Murkowski

Chair, Senate Committee on Indian Affairs
838 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Chair Murkowski:

On behalf of the Alaska Native Health Board (ANHB)', we write to convey our strong support for
the nomination of Mr. Mark Cruz to serve as the next Director of the Indian Health Service (IHS).

The IHS Director position is crucial to fulfill the federal government’s legal and treaty obligations to
provide health care to over 2.8 million Alaska Native and American Indian people. The IHS
Director is essential to advocating and supporting the funding resources and policies that are
necessary to effectively and efficiently manage IHS, Tribal, and urban Indian health programs. As
the Committee is aware, the IHS Director position has been vacant since January 2025 and ANHB
recommends the Committee move Mr. Cruz’s nomination to the Senate floor as soon as possible.
Tribes have a number of looming issues—such as the agency’s realignment, 105(/) leases and
funding agreement issues, among others—that will be helpful to have a permanent IHS Director.

Mr. Cruz has substantial federal leadership experience working with and advancing the interests of
Alaska Native and American Indian people and importantly Tribal governments. He served in the
previous Trump Administration as Deputy Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs for Policy and
Economic Development at the Department of the Interior. His previous work and current role as
the first Tribal Senior Advisor to the Secretary of Health and Human Services provide a solid
foundation of experience to lead the IHS and also continue to elevate Tribal priorities within HHS.
We believe his body of work reflects an understanding of the federal trust responsibilities, Tribal
self-governance and self-determination, and he will support the government-to-government
relationship to carry out health care programs with Tribes.

We urge the Committee to move Mr. Cruz’s nomination forward while also securing his
commitment and support to advance Tribal priorities. These priorities include expansion of Tribal
Self-Governance, support of 105(/) leasing, contract support costs, and putting forward budgets
that support Tribal investments in health care.

We thank you for the opportunity to share our recommendation on Mr. Cruz’s nomination.
Sincerely,

Vv

Chief William F. Smith, Chairman
Alaska Native Health Board
Tribally-Elected Leader of the Valdez Native Tribe

CC: Devin Delrow, Principal Advisor for Tribal Affairs, HHS Office of Intergovernmental &
External Affairs

1 ANHB was established in 1968 to promote the spiritual, physical, mental, social, and cultural well-
being and pride of Alaska Native people. ANHB is the statewide voice on Alaska Native health issues
and is the advocacy organization for the Alaska Tribal Health System, which is comprised of Tribal
health programs that serve all 229 Tribes and over 234,000 Alaska Native and American Indian
people throughout the state.



