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STATE UPDATES 

 
 
Notice of Tribal Consultation on PASRR Categorical Eligibility 
and Appendix K 
On April 20, the Alaska Department of Health (DOH) issued Notice of 
Tribal Consultation on a proposed State Plan Amendment (SPA) 
updating categorical eligibility for Preadmission Screening and Annual 
Resident Review in Nursing Facilities (PASARR), and updating the 
assessment tool cited in Appendix K to allow for the Department to 
transition to new assessment tools. If you would like ANHB to request 
a virtual “in-person” Tribal Consultation on this proposed SPA, please 
let ANHB know by May 1, 2026. Written comments on the SPA are 
due by close of business on Wednesday, May 20, 2026, to Eva 
Venema, Alaska Department of Health, 3601 C Street, Suite 902, 
Anchorage, AK 99503, or eva.venema@alaska.gov.  
 
RHTP Advisory Council Meeting 
The Rural Health Transformation Program (RHTP) Advisory Council 
met on April 22 for the Alaska Department of Health (DOH) to share 
updates and hear feedback from the Council members. View the 
meeting recording and the DOH update presentation slides. The 
Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC) holds the Tribal 
seat on the Advisory Council. 
 
Operating Budget Moves to Senate  
Last week, the Alaska House of Representatives passed House Bill 
263, its version of the Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 operating budget. 
Notably, the House version includes a $33 million increase for 
Medicaid rates. See a full summary of what is in the House-passed 
version. This week, the Senate Finance Committee took up 
consideration of the operating budget, introducing a first Committee 
Substitute (CS) on April 22. The Senate’s CS further shrinks the size 
of the annual Permanent Fund dividend to avoid a deficit. Notably, the 
CS also removes funding for the Division of Public Assistance’s 
Virtual Contact Center, which streamlines the eligibility and application 
process for the state’s public assistance programs, including 
Medicaid. 
 
Senate Approves Capital Budget 
On April 21, the Alaska Senate passed Senate Bill 214, the Fiscal 
Year (FY) 2027 Capital Budget. The capital budget, as distinct from 
the operating budget, covers infrastructure and facility construction 
and maintenance projects. The Senate’s version of the capital budget 
focuses on fixing deteriorating state buildings, including K-12 schools. 
The Senate version includes $247 million in state general funds, up 
$88 million from Governor Dunleavy’s initial proposal. The capital 
budget now goes to the House for consideration. 
 
NIHB Strategic Planning Listening Session – Anchorage 

  
2026 Meeting 

Dates 
 
April 29-May 1, 
2026 
ANTHC Board of 
Directors Meeting 
Anchorage, AK 
 
April 30, 2026 
Tribal CFO 
Workgroup 
Anchorage, AK 
 
May 1, 2026 
Medicaid Task 
Force 
Anchorage, AK 
 
May 4, 2026 
NIHB Strategic 
Planning Listening 
Session 
Anchorage, AK 
 
May 11-15, 2026 
Final Negotiations 
Anchorage, AK  
 
May 12-13, 2026 
Tribal Behavioral 
Heath Directors 
Quarterly Meeting 
Wrangell, AK 
 
June 2-3, 2026 
ANHB Quarterly 
Meeting  
Sitka, AK  
 
August 4-6, 2026 
ANHB Mega 
Meeting Anchorage, 
AK  
 
August 16-21, 2026 
NIHB Conference 
Chandler, AZ 
 
August 19-21, 2026 
ANTHC Board of 
Directors Meeting 
Anchorage, AK 
 

https://www.anhb.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Tribal-Notice-letter-SPA-PASRR-App-K-update.pdf
https://www.anhb.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/Tribal-Notice-letter-SPA-PASRR-App-K-update.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dzxjJnJlZ0U
https://health.alaska.gov/media/jztipwml/ak-rhtp-advisory-council-presentation-260422.pdf
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/?Root=HB%20263
https://www.akleg.gov/basis/Bill/Detail/?Root=HB%20263
https://files.constantcontact.com/4ea52525801/f674e8b4-568c-45a1-b793-8fa01204e64a.pdf?rdr=true
http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/BudgetReports/LY2026/Operating/SelectBudget.php
http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/BudgetReports/LY2026/Operating/SelectBudget.php
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/uv8llqfbb.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001UDq-_ZPlWf2oaKfZKUbRzg__spdJkGrlsBavoyGh0Ghqb3tEalAcgEpA2rLGpS_gJWj9BGimyxbEv93GS4x2oRb5xu2q8jZEsefG61zaPbBNLPMpySfNpOxaUB_3UUoptmRgcKxFQlvN_8ecHz6eFTph4EIW2Ja0sp3yUqChWhhLug4vYLIujVL9fGyd6q7VxKrh1no6ics=&c=opP6Co2z1vuY6djzelG3rS3JaCSeR-zD5pQg7brH8rz9ns8-LnuSHw==&ch=3J9K-kaFYwaxRCz52uN2YmEk5E3_72rT-3wBXxNK7_sVDBvpI3_oAA==__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!wvnYbtBuLcJnWZgc9htSd2bBcGg-i6WodhTn1wxr7VXU00UWrcAOJd_OJhQC7DS_klZY2vRXJw7IjlNSXRcyd1zeapXvmSBa$


   
 

The National Indian Health Board (NIHB) will host an Anchorage 
listening session focused on their strategic planning process. The 
listening session will take place on May 4, 2026, from 10:00 am – 
12:00 pm, at the Dena'Ina Civic & Convention Center. Register to 
attend. 
 
UAA and DOH Offer CAMS Trainings 
Free Online Collaborative Assessment and Management of Suicidality 
(CAMS) is an evidence-based, suicide-focused treatment framework 
used to quickly reduce suicidal ideation. This model can be used from 
emergency rooms to private practice. The University of Alaska 
Anchorage (UAA) has partnered with the Alaska Department of Health 
(DOH) to offer multiple trainings: 

• CAMS Part 1: Foundational Video Course (3 credits) 
• CAMS Part 2: Live Online Role-Play Training (7 credits) 
• CAMS Part 3: Live Online CAMS Consultation Calls  

Additionally, CAMS-4Teens™ is designed to provide guidance on 
adapting the CAMS Framework® for youth ages 12 and older. CAMS-
4Teens™ is a 3-hour on-demand course exploring best practices in 
using the CAMs framework with teens and their parents. It is 
encouraged that participants take the 3-hour CAMS training prior to 
taking CAMs4Teens™. You can register here. 
 
Registration Now Open for Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 
Conference: September 17-18, 2026 
Registration for Improving Lives: The Alaska Mental Health Trust 
Authority Conference is now open. The conference will be held at the 
Dena’ina Civic and Convention Center on Thursday, September 17 
and Friday, September 18, 2026. The Improving Lives Conference will 
meaningfully address behavioral health systems across Trust 
beneficiary groups and strengthen Alaska’s continuum of care. The 
two-day conference will include plenary presentations and panel 
discussions, breakout sessions, exhibitors and resource tables, an 
evening reception, and several networking opportunities. Register 
here. 
 
Registration Now Open for Pathways to Recovery Conference: 
May 12-14, 2026 
Registration is now open for the Pathways to Recovery Conference, 
which will take place from May 12-14, 2026, at the Hilton Downtown 
Hotel in Anchorage. Conference tracks include Overdose Prevention, 
Treatment & Recovery, and Connection to Care. This conference is 
co-hosted by the Alaska Department of Health, Division of Behavioral 
Health; the Alaska Behavioral Health Association; and the Alaska 
Native Tribal Health Consortium (ANTHC). Learn more and register 
here. 
 
Alaska MMIP Justice Summit and Red Dress Gala: May 27-29, 
2026 
The Missing, Murdered Indigenous Women, Girls, and Two-Spirit 
(MMWIG2S) Alaska Working Group will host the Alaska MMIP Justice 
Summit and Red Dress Gala on May 27-29, 2026. This gathering is 

November 18-20, 
2026 
ANTHC Board of 
Directors Meeting 
Anchorage, AK 
 
December 2, 2026 
ANTHC Annual 
Meeting 
Anchorage, AK 
 
December 8-10, 
2026 
ANHB Annual 
Meeting & IHS 
Budget Formulation  
Anchorage, AK  

https://web.cvent.com/event/22b45d29-0639-4d67-b778-a445f54d6d73/register
https://web.cvent.com/event/22b45d29-0639-4d67-b778-a445f54d6d73/register
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fform.jotform.com*2F252537808119967*3Futm_medium=email*26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019d74071768-f899a8a7-e9c9-49fb-b72a-33422584c714-000000/oHoFUv8ckePdqveZZSgW5IYnnK7tVUAPQTmkCY7Xxhw=452__;JSUlJSU!!PD8KOL_GOQI!38lkX1n-7bO_rWoYRJyOTlxHmr60ZvLs-_KF6nSqu9Y1pcVzw8nY30CIDjgOsBfr4IdWzBnaIwHccrrDUrgWdhU$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fform.jotform.com*2F252538454717969*3Futm_medium=email*26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019d74071768-f899a8a7-e9c9-49fb-b72a-33422584c714-000000/gz_JxrkjFLxo0C8yJ9xyaKwDNiPVmwPmgvYgdBAjDf0=452__;JSUlJSU!!PD8KOL_GOQI!38lkX1n-7bO_rWoYRJyOTlxHmr60ZvLs-_KF6nSqu9Y1pcVzw8nY30CIDjgOsBfr4IdWzBnaIwHccrrDLoQ2JS8$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fform.jotform.com*2F252538319213960*3Futm_medium=email*26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019d74071768-f899a8a7-e9c9-49fb-b72a-33422584c714-000000/xNilewqgT3q9LFPIp3nA9QauVSJMQ3APXXpqOlLK8Sw=452__;JSUlJSU!!PD8KOL_GOQI!38lkX1n-7bO_rWoYRJyOTlxHmr60ZvLs-_KF6nSqu9Y1pcVzw8nY30CIDjgOsBfr4IdWzBnaIwHccrrDrqfg0ew$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:*2F*2Fform.jotform.com*2F252538039465968*3Futm_medium=email*26utm_source=govdelivery/1/0101019d74071768-f899a8a7-e9c9-49fb-b72a-33422584c714-000000/OWi7K5yF2OJYbO3E7nHprs_z4h8V0wpawAzopdZ3PB4=452__;JSUlJSU!!PD8KOL_GOQI!38lkX1n-7bO_rWoYRJyOTlxHmr60ZvLs-_KF6nSqu9Y1pcVzw8nY30CIDjgOsBfr4IdWzBnaIwHccrrDiQo_jEU$
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-improving-lives-conference-tickets-1983295843256?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-improving-lives-conference-tickets-1983295843256?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://akpathwaystorecovery.org/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-pathways-to-recovery-conference-tickets-1985351262069?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2026-pathways-to-recovery-conference-tickets-1985351262069?aff=oddtdtcreator&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery


   
 

dedicated to addressing the crisis of Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Persons (MMIP) through collaboration, education, healing, 
and justice-driven initiatives. The Alaska MMIP Justice Summit will 
take place on May 27-28 and the Red Dress Gala will take place on 
May 29. Learn more and purchase tickets. 
 
Department of Family and Community Services Committee 
Vacancies  
ANHB aims to be a mechanism for tribal consultation with the 
Department of Family and Community Services (DFCS). In that spirit, 
we are highlighting two current DFCS committee vacancies: 

• Tribal Representative vacancy on the Alaska Juvenile Justice 
Advisory Committee (AJJAC). More information and 
instructions on how to apply for the vacancy can be found 
here.  

• Western and Northern Alaska vacancies on the Parent 
Advisory Committee (PAC). More information and instructions 
on how to apply for the vacancy can be found here. 

 
FEDERAL UPDATES 

 
 
HHS Budget Formulation and STAC 
The U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Annual 
Tribal Budget Consultation (ATBC) and the Secretary’s Tribal 
Advisory Committee (STAC) meeting took place this week. HHS and 
Indian Health Service (IHS) leadership heard feedback from Tribal 
representatives on the President’s proposed budget for HHS and IHS, 
as well as key issues such as the IHS proposed realignment. View the 
Fiscal Year (FY) 2027 President’s Budget Request to Congress.  
 
Senate Committee on Indian Affairs Alaska Field Hearing 
The Senate Committee on Indian Affairs (SCIA) will hold a field 
hearing session in Anchorage and Bethel. The Anchorage meeting, 
on May 5, will involve a roundtable discussion with representatives 
from Kipnuk and Kwigillingok focusing on their experiences following 
Typhoon Halong. The Bethel meeting, on May 6, hosted by the Yukon 
Kuskokwim Health Corporation (YKHC), will be a listening session for 
Tribal leaders that focuses on similar themes, including response, 
mitigation, resilience, and relocation programs serving Tribal 
communities. 
 

Anchorage 
Date: Tuesday, May 5, 2026  
Time: 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM (AKDT)  
Location: Anchorage, AK (Location TBD) 
 
Bethel 
Date: Wednesday, May 6, 2026  
Hearing: 1:00 PM – 3:00 PM (AKDT)  
Tribal Leader Listening Session: 3:30 PM – 5:30 PM 
(AKDT)  

https://mmiwg2salaska.org/current-events-1
https://dfcs.alaska.gov/djj/Pages/Partnerships/AJJAC.aspx
https://dfcs.alaska.gov/ocs/Pages/PAC/default.aspx
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/04/budget_fy2027.pdf


   
 

Location: Yukon Kuskokwim Health Corporation Blueberry 
Conference Room, 700 Chief Eddie Hoffman Highway, AK 

 
House Appropriations Releases Budget Hearing Schedule  
The House Appropriations Committee has released its Fiscal Year 
(FY) 2027 budget hearing and markup schedule. View the schedule 
(subject to change). The Subcommittee on Interior, Environment and 
Related Agencies – which includes the Indian Health Service (IHS) 
budget – will hold the Subcommittee Markup for the Interior, 
Environment, and Related Agencies Bill on Thursday, May 21, at 8:00 
am ET. The Full Committee Markup is scheduled for Wednesday, 
June 3, at 10:00 am ET.  
 
IHS Releases Final Report on Tribal Consultation with HUD on 
Housing Infrastructure Needs and SFC Funding Restrictions 
In an April 7 Dear Tribal Leader Letter, the Indian Health Service 
(IHS) provided a final report on the December 16, 2024 Tribal 
consultation on whether to remove the restriction on using Sanitation 
Facilities Construction (SFC) Program funding for sanitation facilities 
associated with Department of Housing and Urban Development 
(HUD)-funded homes. The consultation report summarizes key policy 
considerations and background, Tribal feedback received during the 
consultation and through written comments, agency responses, and 
planned follow-up actions consistent with Indian Health Manual 
requirements. Ultimately, IHS recommended keeping the SFC 
program funding restriction. 
 
IHS Releases Phase II Action Plan Update  
On April 16, the Indian Health Service (IHS) released its Phase II 
Action Plan, which provides an update on the agency’s efforts to 
address the Government Accountability Office (GAO) high-risk 
designation and associated activities. The Phase II plan summarizes 
actions completed to date, those underway, and planned next steps, 
and how they correspond to the conditions of the GAO designation 
and its processes. This update follows the previously released 
December 2025 Action Plan, which outlined the five areas of focus 
contributing to the GAO high-risk designation and their plan to 
address them. IHS will continue to provide updates and submit an 
end-of-FY 2026 Action Plan report to Tribes, UIOs, and the GAO, 
demonstrating the implementation process of the Phase II Action Plan 
and outlining next steps for FY2027. 
 
CMS Schedules Listening Session on New Home and 
Community-Based Services Waiver 
CMS has announced a National Listening Session on the new home 
and community-based services (HCBS) waiver in Public Law 119 21. 
Effective July 2028, the new authority provides states another option 
for providing home and community-based services in Medicaid. The 
listening session will be held virtually on May 19, 2026, from 1:30-3:30 
PM ET. Register to attend and request a slot to provide oral/spoken 
comment. Registered participants who have not indicated their 
request to speak will not be permitted on the day. Comments can also 
be submitted to CMS at MedicaidReforms@cms.hhs.gov with the 
subject line “Comments on 1915(c)(11) Waiver Option”. 
 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/appropriations.house.gov/fy27-information/fy27-markup-schedule__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!122xE7yYe8z8nWSBZdUnji6l25Bo2FFX7yuDnsFnPPYOFJs3kPgzthGqa02FMSL-11y3r7QhJq_tKHg$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/appropriations.house.gov/fy27-information/fy27-markup-schedule__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!122xE7yYe8z8nWSBZdUnji6l25Bo2FFX7yuDnsFnPPYOFJs3kPgzthGqa02FMSL-11y3r7QhJq_tKHg$
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/newsroom/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/2026_Letters/DTLL_04072026.pdf
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/9btk7nkab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cnldz7RZ3C-67g5xSbXzQgEORVKb7U_qd-HZzdzjM0VDuhx8-fF135019EjoknYAW5jqxv88ZNJRJh3Gc-pzRpQkNcOm81MIp9Y7i_6nHB3DChYPMbzVEDIjol4IMGTQaVwI53Glhito0xro40f_EU8MTJTRMjKvgZqFZxEOBe8YyIDDITjrDbE07XLJhBAQohMXY0-5vSn0XeQ9Vqe2Jehj1RPYq0updnAVp1P3SDT4RaOfOLZXxhFRaO_b_giPEI8hOhXNaK0WS36BPX36t11bp5cSyQQpvprV8DzsOO_yOvGllIbs9A==&c=zeZiF-JGlVmwMmHe3GoJPdQwMMD-uMfOY9506ZxxEfWV93fH0qpULA==&ch=87ONdrO4JtxSGKoSrGh7XU66eM1BaEy3zWO0KAz5Da4q914QoukjGg==__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!yruMUznHIZiRVeboSqDoallw20yQ-k_CMqz_U9VI-PKv3qdN0SE3yu7sRAROpO1PTAl-rd_TYj8-ZYZd7IDW9H7l$
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/actionplanGAOHighRiskList/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Phase%202%20Public%20Action%20Plan%20Final%204-1-2026%20(002).pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/sites/actionplanGAOHighRiskList/themes/responsive2017/display_objects/documents/Phase%202%20Public%20Action%20Plan%20Final%204-1-2026%20(002).pdf
https://www.ihs.gov/actionplanGAOHighRiskList/ihs-action-plan-to-address-inadequate-oversight-of-facilities-and-programs/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/working-families-tax-cut-legislation__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!wc1GA5FkdjkgYE_D-cvXdtS0LB21YOvR4SuxcEigBB_MhXDXDobBxDEqF3YiGoxDBWDtyf-rt84tWD8ld7FLv6Mc$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9fmonNCiS9iJJNi32vGvgQ__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!wc1GA5FkdjkgYE_D-cvXdtS0LB21YOvR4SuxcEigBB_MhXDXDobBxDEqF3YiGoxDBWDtyf-rt84tWD8ldzKEwtaZ$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_9fmonNCiS9iJJNi32vGvgQ__;!!PD8KOL_GOQI!wc1GA5FkdjkgYE_D-cvXdtS0LB21YOvR4SuxcEigBB_MhXDXDobBxDEqF3YiGoxDBWDtyf-rt84tWD8ldzKEwtaZ$
mailto:MedicaidReforms@cms.hhs.gov
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